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REMARKS 

Claims 1-4, 17-20, 33-36, and 49-52 are pending for consideration. In view 
of the following remarks, Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration of the 
pending claims. 

Connnunications with the Examiner 

A draft claim amendment was sent to Examiner Diep on 7/11/06. On 
7/20/06, the Examiner left a telephone voicemail indicating that the subject matter 
as amended overcame the rejection and further indicating that the subject matter 
was not found in a brief search conducted by the Examiner. The amendments 
contained in the present communication are consistent with the draft amendments 
sent to the Examiner on 7/1 1/06. 

Non-statutory Double Patenting 

Claims are rejected under non-statutory double patenting over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,118,817. Applicant requests that the Office hold these rejections in 
abeyance until the indication of allowable subject matter. 

35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 1-4 are rejected imder §103 as being unpatentable over US Patent 
No. 5,978, 544 to Shimada et al (hereinafter, "Shimada") in view of US Patent No. 
4,394,774 to Widergren et al (hereinafter, "Widergren"). 

Claims 17-20, 33-36, and 49 are rejected under §103 as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 5,978, 544 to Shimada et al (hereinafter, "Shimada") in view 
of US Patent No. 4,394,774 to Widergren et al (hereinafter, "Widergren") and 



8 of 10 



I 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



Conclusion 

Applicant submits that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. 
Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and prompt issuance of the present 

Application. Should any issue remain that prevents immediate issuance of the 
Application, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the undersigned attorney to 
discuss the imresolved issue. 



RespectfiiUy Submitted, 



Lee & Hayes, PLLC 

421 W. Riverside Avenue, Suite 500 

Spokane, WA 99201 





PaulW.MitcheU 
Reg. No. 44,453 
(509) 324-9256 ext. 237 
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